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(54)Title: CHARACTER COMMUNICATION DEVICE 



(57) Abstract 

A character communication device which is connected to a network 
and enables at least communication by using characters. The device 
comprises a candidate term display means (SI 04) for displaying a group of 
candidate terms prepared for message communication in a candidate term 
display area (52) of the screen, a term selecting means (2b) for outputting a 
term which is selected by the operator from the group of candidate terms, and 
a message generating means (SI 08) for generating a message by serially 
displaying a plurality of outputted terms in a message editing area (53) of the 
screen and sending the generated message to a transmitting/receiving means. 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and £ire the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT): 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



InSfriaiional application No. 

PCT/JP98/05057 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 



□ 



the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-24 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-17 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 14 September 1999(14.09.1999) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/5-15/15 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the intemationai application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation flimished for the purposes of intemationai search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemationai preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemationai application, the intemationai 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the intemationai application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemationai application as filed has been fumished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



been fumished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets -which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 A 6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12, 15-17 



13, 14 



1-17 



1-17 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and e?q}lanations 

Claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 (JP, 9-34621, A (Sony Corp.)/ February 1, 1997 
(07.02.97)) cited in the international search report and 
techniques well known to a person skilled in the art. 
Since the standard phrases disclosed in Document 1 (see, 
in particular, paragraph [0017]) are words forming 
sentences or a combination of said words, it would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to make it possible to 
select candidate terms in word or phrase units in the 
invention which generates messages by selecting previously 
stored standard phrases on a display screen in a portable 
communication terminal device as disclosed in Document 1. 



Claim 2 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 cited in the international search report and 
techniques well known to a person skilled in the art. It 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to apply the 
invention of Document 1 to a communication-type game 
device . 



Claim 3 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 and Document 2 (JP, 4-85650, A (Ricoh Co., 
Ltd.), March 18, 1992 (18.03.92)) cited in the 
international search report. Document 2 (see, in 
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particular, page 1, upper left column, lines 5 to 12) 
discloses an invention for receiving an operation manual 
from a partnering communication device. 



Claim 4 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 and other techniques well known to a person 
skilled in the art. It would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to make the stored standard phrases sentences 
which relate to a game. 



Claim 5 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 and other techniques well known to a person 
skilled in the art. It would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to make the standard phrase display method a 
table of multiple pages . 

Claim 6 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Documents 1, 2 and Document 3 (JP, 1-137362, A (Fujitsu 
Ltd.), May 30, 1989 (30.05,89)) cited in the international 
search report. It would be easy for a person skilled in 
the art to apply the invention for communicating an 
operation manual disclosed in Dociament 2 to message 
communication or to apply the invention for translating 
each of the identifiers into input data by means of 
accessing a dictionary file disclosed in Document 3 to 
message language conversion. 

Claim 7 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
the inventions disclosed in Documents 1, 2 and 3. It would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to make the 
dictionary file disclosed in Document 3 a database. 

Claim 8 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
the inventions disclosed in Documents 1, 2 and 3. It would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to display the 
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Standard phrases of Document 1 on a screen using a card- 
form. 

Claim 9 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Documents 1, 2 and 3. It would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to apply the invention related to a 
portable communication terminal device disclosed in 
Document 1 to a game device. 

Claim 10 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Documents 1, 2 and 3. It would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to replace the operation unit of the 
portable communication terminal device disclosed in 
Document 1 with a game controller of a game device. 

Claim 11 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
newly cited Document 7 (JP, 5-165979, A (Casio Computer 
Co., Ltd.), July 2, 1993 (02.07.93)) and other techniques 
known to a person skilled in the art. It would be easy for 
a person skilled in the art to apply the invention 
disclosed in Document 7, wherein the key-code inputted on 
the computer side is converted to an intermediate code, 
said intermediate code is then transmitted to a handy 
terminal, and the aforementioned intermediate code is 
converted to an input code by said handy terminal, to the 
invention wherein a common code is transmitted between a 
first letter communication device and a second letter 
communication device. 

Claim 12 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Documents 1 and 7. It would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to apply the feature disclosed in Document 1 of 
displaying and selecting on a screen a plurality of 
messages to the handy terminal disclosed in Document 7. 
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Claim 13 lacks novelty in light of Document 4 (JP, 62- 
127924, A (Toshiba Eng. Corp.), June 10, 1987 (10.06.87)) 
or Document 5 (JP, 7-302148, A (Wacom Co., Ltd.), November 
14, 1995 (14.11.95)) cited in the international search 
report. Documents 4 and 5 disclose devices provided with a 
consonant input means and a vowel input means which inputs 
letters by combining consonants and vowels. 

Claim 14 lacks novelty in light of Document 5. The 
consonant input means and the vowel input means of 
Document 5 are arranged towards the edges of either side 
of the operation device and the consonant input means and 
the vowel input means are operated by both hands holding 
the operation device. 

Claim 15 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 and Document 5. It would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to apply the invention wherein the 
consonant input means comprises number keys as disclosed 
in Document 1 to the keys of Document 5. Moreover, the 
invention having a jog-dial as the letter input means is 
disclosed in Document 1 (see in particular, paragraph 
[0028] ) . 

Claim 16 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Documents 1 and 5. It would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to replace the jog-dial of Document 1 with a 
cross key, a joystick, a pointing device or a drag ball. 

Claim 17 does not involve an inventive step in light of 
Document 1 and 5. Document 1 discloses a portable 
communication terminal device . 
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